
 

 

THE GATHERING 

The service of worship begins with the prelude; quiet is requested as you enter  
the sanctuary and prepare for worship. In the spirit of Christian fellowship,  
we invite you to wear a name tag which is available from the greeters. As a 
community that prays with and for one another, we invite you to share your  
joys and concerns by using the prayer cards available from the ushers and in  
the welcome pad folders. Those parts of the Service of Worship in which the 
congregation participates in word or song are noted in bold type.              
   Please stand as you are able. 

PRELUDE Chorale (Symphonie Romane) Widor  

* HYMN 417 Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation  Regent Square 

* CALL TO WORSHIP (based on Psalm 31): 

Leader: God is our refuge and our defense, a strong fortress to deliver us. 

People: We will rejoice and be glad because of God's constant love. 

Leader: God sees our suffering and knows our trouble. 

People: We are always in God's care. 

Leader: God hears our cry when we call for help.   

People: Our trust is always in our God.  

INTROIT       Richard Proulx 

 Alleluia, alleluia! The stone which the builders rejected has become the 
 cornerstone. Alleluia, alleluia! 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS          

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
May 18, 2014 

Eleven o’clock 
 

FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 



  

 

MINUTE FOR FOSTER CARE  David Macfarlane 

CALL TO CONFESSION   

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Gracious and loving God, we are conscious of our failure to learn 
from the sacrificial love of Jesus.  Jesus showed us the way - the risky 
way that challenges all that is evil and destructive.  We confess that 
too often we choose the easy and non-threatening way that allows evil 
to triumph and denies people the opportunity to live an abundant 
life.  Renew and rekindle our love for you and for one another.  Fill 
us with the selfless love of Christ so that we will glorify you in all we 
do and say.  This we pray in the name of Jesus Christ, our Risen  
Lord and Savior.  

PRAYERS OF SILENT AND INDIVIDUAL CONFESSION 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

Leader: Friends, believe and proclaim the Good News:  
 in Jesus Christ, love breaks through hatred, hope breaks 

through despair, life breaks through death. 

People:  In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven, loved, and set free.   
Thanks be to God!  Amen. 

*RESPONSE OF THANKSGIVING  Hymnal No. 594  Festival Canticle 

This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to 
be people of God. This is the feast….   

* EXCHANGE OF PEACE 

 Leader: Let us open our hearts to one another as Christ has opened          
 his heart to us, and God will be glorified. 

 People: The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

(Exchange Signs of Reconciliation and the Peace of Christ with your 
neighbor - e.g., “The Peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.”  

Response - “And also with you.”) 



 

 

TIME WITH CHILDREN 

* HYMN 307 Fight the Good Fight  Duke Street  

+ Children leave for Church School Classes.  
Youth, 5th to 12th graders, remain in Worship. + 

THE WORD 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

FIRST LESSON Acts 7:51-60   

ANTHEM My Beloved Spake Patrick Hadley 

My beloved spake and said unto me 
Rise up my love, my fair one and come away 
for lo, the winter is past, the rain is over and gone 
The flowers appear on the earth 
The time of the singing of birds is come 
and the voice of the turtle is heard in our land 
The figtree putteth forth her green figs and the vines 
with the tender grape give a good smell 
Arise my love, my fair one and come away.               SONG OF SOLOMON 2:10-12 

SECOND LESSON 2 Corinthians 8:7-15 

SERMON                “Poor” Rev. Richard S. Hong 

OFFERTORY Greater Love Hath No Man John Ireland 

Many waters cannot quench Love,  
neither can the floods drown it. 
Love is strong as death. 
Greater love hath no man than this, 
that a man lay down his life for his friends. 
Who his own self bare our sins in his own body on the tree, 
that we being dead to sins, should live unto righteousness. 
Ye are washed, ye are sanctified, ye are justified, 
in the name of the Lord Jesus; 
Ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, 
That ye should shew forth the praises of him  
who hath called you out of darkness 
into his marvelous light.       cont. 



  

 

I beseech you, brethren, by the mercies of God, 
that ye present your bodies, a living sacrifice,  
holy, acceptable unto God,  
which is your reasonable service. 

* THE DOXOLOGY WITH ALLELUIAS Lasst uns erfreuen 

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
 Praise God all creatures here below,  Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 Praise God above, ye heavenly host. 
 Creator, Son and Holy Ghost, Alleluia, Alleluia   
 Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 

PASTORAL PRAYER & THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy 
 kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 
 forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver  
 us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the  
 glory, forever. Amen. 

    THE SENDING OUT 

* HYMN 430 Come Sing, O Church, in Joy!  Darwall’s 148th 

* BENEDICTION 

CHORAL AMEN 

POSTLUDE Grand Chorus (from 12 Pieces) Dubois  

Our worship ends with the conclusion of the Postlude. (It is the custom of our church to 
remain seated. Those who wish to leave may do so.) 

 

*     *     *     *     * 



 

 

TODAY’S MUSIC 

Patrick Hadley (1899 — 1973) was a British composer. On the faculty of the Royal 
College of Music and Cambridge, he was a protégé of Ralph Vaughn Williams and 
strongly influenced by the music of Delius. His catalogue was quite diverse, but he is 
today remembered for just two church anthems.  A generation earlier, John Ireland  
(1879 — 1962) was a student of Stanford and in addition to a regular church position  
in London, taught at the Royal College of Music.  Among his many compositions, only 
two are church anthems. Charles-Marie Widor (1844 — 1937) was the organist at St. 
Sulpice in Paris for 60 years and composed 10 organ symphonies. The tenth, titled 
“Symphonie Romane” is based on Gregorian chants for Easter Day. Theodore Dubois 
(1837 — 1924) was awarded the Prix de Rome before serving as organist of the 
Madeleine in Paris and briefly as choirmaster at St. Clothilde with Franck. He taught  
at the Paris Conservatiore and served as its director. 

*     *     *     *     * 

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READINGS 

Acts 7:51-60 (NRSV) 
 “You stiff-necked people, uncircumcised in heart and ears, you 
are forever opposing the Holy Spirit, just as your ancestors used to do. 
52Which of the prophets did your ancestors not persecute? They killed 
those who foretold the coming of the Righteous One, and now you have 
become his betrayers and murderers. 53You are the ones that received  
the law as ordained by angels, and yet you have not kept it.” 
 54When they heard these things, they became enraged and ground 
their teeth at Stephen. 55But filled with the Holy Spirit, he gazed into 
heaven and saw the glory of God and Jesus standing at the right hand of 
God. 56“Look,” he said, “I see the heavens opened and the Son of Man 
standing at the right hand of God!” 57But they covered their ears, and 
with a loud shout all rushed together against him. 58Then they dragged 
him out of the city and began to stone him; and the witnesses laid their 
coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. 59While they were stoning 
Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60Then he knelt down 
and cried out in a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” 
When he had said this, he died. 
 
2 Corinthians 8:7-15 (NRSV) 
 Now as you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, 
in utmost eagerness, and in our love for you—so we want you to excel also 



  

 

in this generous undertaking. 8I do not say this as a command, but I am 
testing the genuineness of your love against the earnestness of others. 
9For you know the generous act of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though 
he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so that by his poverty 
you might become rich. 10And in this matter I am giving my advice: it is 
appropriate for you who began last year not only to do something but 
even to desire to do something— 11now finish doing it, so that your 
eagerness may be matched by completing it according to your means. 
12For if the eagerness is there, the gift is acceptable according to what 
one has—not according to what one does not have. 13I do not mean  
that there should be relief for others and pressure on you, but it is a 
question of a fair balance between 14your present abundance and their 
need, so that their abundance may be for your need, in order that there 
may be a fair balance. 15As it is written, “The one who had much did 
not have too much, and the one who had little did not have too little.” 
 

*     *     *     *     * 
 

 


